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masseurs have put akyu and acupuncture in a bad
light. I am sure the former objection will dis-
appear one day and I am hoping that now that
masseurs are being subjected to more rigorous
examinations, okyu and acupuncture will be separa-
ted from that profession. It's like having bar-
bers practise medicine. I like what Dr. Fusajiro
Kato is doing about it. He is putting massage
on a scientific basis, and is endeavouring to eliminate
the professional masseurs by getting housewives
to learn massage* It used to be the profession of
the blind during the Tokugawa era but now, due
to - the traffic, the blind are finding it increasingly
difficult to get around," said the doctor as he
explained that Japanese massage is not a Chinese
invention tbut developed on the battlefields when
soldiers called men in to rub their tired muscles.
These rubbers studied anatomy by observing the
corpses of the slain and going to watch the rotting
bodies of executed criminals which were hung on
display.
Some of these early masseurs learned enough
from Chinese, Korean or native doctors to be call*
ed upon to perform crude surgical operations such
as sewing up intestinal wounds with thread made
from mulberty bark,. Neither they nor the doctors
understood the exact functioning of the body.